LO: to build suspense.
Recently, lots of the writing we have done has been based on artwork. 
Today we will look at another painting, and you're going to write a piece of narrative, building suspense.

What is suspense?

Suspense is a technique used in stories to make them  mysterious or scary.
It means waiting for something to happen, or being uncertain about what will happen.
Alice couldn’t move and she was scared. Then, a man started to walk down the stairs towards her.
Suspense success criteria
· Detailed setting descriptions.
· Keeping certain things hidden from the reader.
· Short, shocking sentences.
· Subordinate and relative clauses, to make the reader wait.
· Physical reactions from character (show don't tell!)
· Appeal to the reader's senses.
· Exciting synonyms.
· Similes and metaphors.

Nothing moved. Cogston House was as silent as the grave. Perhaps the only thing worse than hearing her best friend desperately calling her name was being alone in this endless quiet. Alice’s eyes searched through the darkness, scouring the corridor which faded into more murky gloom. She could make out the hallway right in front of her, the door opposite, and beyond it, the enormous winding staircase. As she looked, blinking through the tears which had begun to stream hopelessly down her face, she was met with a sight at the top of the staircase which all but turned her to stone...
Something was moving.
Alice watched numbly. Her heart was in her mouth and her breath came in sharp, rattling gasps. 
Descending the stairs one careful, agonising, creaking step at a time, a hunched silhouette shuffled out from the darkness...
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This painting is called The Scream, by Edvard Munch. This version was painted in 1893, although Munch actually created four versions of this artwork. He was part of the expressionist movement.  

What have you learned about expressionism?

In expressionist art, artists express emotions through use of colour, line and shape.  

What emotions do you think Munch was expressing in The Scream?

What can you see?
What is happening? What could the story be?

What words and phrases could you use to describe the setting?
What show don't tell could you use?



[bookmark: _GoBack]YOUR TASK
Write a short narrative about this scene, building suspense. 
You do not need to write how it ends!

Suspense success criteria
· Detailed setting descriptions.
· Keeping certain things hidden from the reader.
· Physical reactions from character (show don't tell!)
· Short, shocking sentences.
· Subordinate and relative clauses, to make the reader wait.
· Appeal to the reader's senses.
· Exciting synonyms.
· Similes and metaphors.
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